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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (original): An electrical connector assembly having a first electrical connector 
mateable to a second electrical cotmector, the electrical connector assembly comprising: 

the first electrical connector comprising a plurality of wafers, with each of the 
plurality of wafers including: 

a first insulative housing; 

a plurality of first signal conductors, wift each first signal conductor 
having a first contact end comiectable to a first printed circuit board, a second 
contact end, and an intennediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the first 
insulative housing; 

a shield plate, the shield plate havmg a plurality of first contact ends 
connectable to the first printed circuit board, a plurality of second contact ends, 
and an intemiediate portion therebetween ttiat is disposed in the first insulative 
housing; 

the second electrical connector having a second insulative housing and ground 
conductors and second signal conductors in a plurality of rows, with each of the plurality 
of rows comprising: 

a plurality of ground conductors and second signal conductors; 

each second signal conductor having a first contact end connectable to a 
second printed circuit board, a second contact end mateable to the second contact 
end of one of the first signal conductors, and an intennediate portion therebetween 
that is disposed in the second insulative housing; 

each ground conductor having a first contact end connectable to the second 
printed circuit board, a second contact end mateable to the second contact end of 
Hie shield plate, and an intemediate portion therebetween that is disposed in flie 
second insulative housing; 
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the first contact end of the second signal conductor having a contact tail 
and the first contact end of the ground conductor having at least two contact tails; 
and 

the second signal conductors and the ground conductors are positioned 
adjacent to one another so that for each second signal conductor contact tail, there 
are ground conductor contact tails adjacent either side of the second signal 
conductor contact tail. 

Claim 2 (original): The electrical connector assembly of claim 1, wherein for the second 
electrical connector, a distance between a second signal conductor contact tail and an 
adjacent ground conductor contact tail of a row is less than a distance between adjacent 
rows. 

Claim 3 (original): The electrical connector assembly of claim 1. wherein for each of the 
plurality of rows of the second electrical connector, the contact tails of the second signal 
conductors and the ground conductors are configured to align along a line when 
connected to the second printed circuit board. 

Claims A and S (canceled). 

Claim 6 (currently amended): An electrical connector assembly havi ng a first electrical 
connector ma teable to a second electrical connector, the electrical connector assembly 
ccmiprising: 

the first electrical connector comprising a p lurality of wafers, with each of the 
plurality of wafers including: 

aptofflity of first signal conductors, with each first signal conductor 
having a first contact end connectable to a first printed circuit board, a second 
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contact end, and an intennediate oortion therebetw een that is disposed in the first 
insulative housing; 

a shield plate, the shield plate having a plurality of fir st contact ends 
connectable to the first printed circuit board, a pl urality of second contact ends, 
and an intermediate portion therebetwe en that is disposed in the first insulative 
housing: 

the second electrical connector comprising: 

a second insulative housing including side walls an d a base: 

a plurality of second s ignal conductors, with each second signal conductor 
having a first contact end connectable to a secon d printed circuit board, a second 
contact end mateable to the second contact end of one of the first signal 
conductors, and an inter mediate portion therebetween fliat is disposed in the base 
of the second insulative housing; 

a plurality of ground conductors, with each ground conductor having a first 
contact end connectable to the second printed cir cuit board, g^ond contact end 
mateable to the second contact end of the s hield plate, and an intermediate portion 
therebetween fliat is disposed in the base of the second insulative housing: 

the second signal conductors and the ground conductors are arranged in a 
plurality of rows, with each row having second signal conductors and ground 
conductors: 

for each of the plurality of rows, there is a corresponding ground strip 
positioned adjacent thereto disposed in the base of the second insulative housing, 
where the ground strip is electrically connected to the ground mnductors of the 
row: and 

The - el e otrioal connector aooombb^ of oloim 4 » wh e roin for the oooond 
e l e ctrical connootori^ the ground strip has a first end and a second end, the first end 
and the second end being bent in the direction of the corresponding row of second 
signal conductors and ground conductors, and the first end of the ground strip 
extending beyond an end of the row and the second end of the group strip 
extending beyond the other end of the row. 
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Claim 7 (original): The electrical coimector assembly of claim 6, wherein the first end of 
the ground strip includes a contact tail connectable to the second printed circuit board and 
the second end of the ground strip includes a contact tail connectable to the second 
printed circuit board. 

Claim 8 (original): The electrical connector assembly of claim 7, wherein for each of the 
plurality of rows, the first contact ends of the second signal conductors and the ground 
conductors and the contact tails of the corresponding ground strip are aligned along a line 
when connected to the second printed circuit board. 

Claim 9 (original): The electrical connector assembly of claim 8, wherein for each of the 
plurality of rows, the first contact end of each second signal conductor comprises a 
contact tail and the first contact end of each ground conductor comprises at least two 
contact tails so that for each second signal conductor contact tail, there are ground 
conductor contact tails adjacent either side ofthe second signal conductor contact tail. 

Claims 10-12 (canceled). 

Claim 13 (currently amended): An electrical connector assembly having a first electrical 
connector mateable to a second electrical connector. electrical connector assembly 
comprising: 

the first electrical connector comprismg a plurality of wafers, with each of the 
plurality of wafers including: 

a first insulative housing: 

anluraUtv of first signal conductors, with each first signal conductor 
havinp a first contact end connectable to a first printed circuit board, a second 
< ^][^t^t end, and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the first 
insulative housing; 
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at least one shield plate, the shield plate having at least one first contact 
end connectable to the first printed circuit board, at least one second contact end, 
and an intcmiediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the first insulative 
housing: 

Tho oloctriool oonn e otoraoflombly of olaim 12, ^dioroin the shield plate 
also having has-first and second edges adjacent the second contact end, the first 
and second edges being bent in the direction of the first signal conductors of the 
waferT; 

the first insulative housing prov iding ai^ aif ea which exp oses a portion of 
the intermediate portion of the shield plate; 

a conductive member attached to the plurality of wafers, the conductive member 
electricaliv connecting to each shield plate at the exposed intermedi ate portion of the 
shield plate: 

the second electrical connector having a second insulative housing and ground 
conductors and second sip^nal conductors in a plurality of rows, with each of the plurality 
of TOWS comprising: 

^ plurality of ground conductors and second signal conductors: 
each second signal conductor having a first contact end connectable to a 
second printed circuit board a second contact end mateable to the second contact 
end of one of the first signal conductors, and an intermediate port ion therebetween 
that is disposed in the second insulative housing: 

each ground conductor having a first contact end con nectable to the second 
printed circuit board, a second contact end mateable to the second contact end of 
the shield plate, and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the 
second insulative housing: 

the first contact end of the second signal conductor having a contact tail 
and the first contact end of the pound conductor having at least one contact tail: 
and 

the second signal conductors and the ground conductors are positioned 
adjacent to one another so that for each second signal conductor contact tail, there 
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are ground conductor contact tails adjacent either side of the second signal 
conductor contact tail. 

Claim 14 (originar): The electrical connector assembly of claim 13, wherein the shield 
plate further includes a first plurality of the first contact ends comiectable to tiiie first 
printed circuit board and a second plurality of the second contact ends, the first plurality 
being greater in number than the second pluralify. 

Claims 15-17 (canceled). 

Claim 18 (original): An electrical connector assembly having a first electrical connector 
mateable to a second electrical connector^ the electrical connector assembly comprising: 

the first electrical connector comprising a plurality of wafers, with each of the 
plurality of wafers including: 

a first insulative housing; 

a plurality of first signal conductors, with each first signal conductor 
having a first contact end connectable to a first printed circuit board, a second 
contact end, and an intermediate portion IherAetween that is disposed in the first 
insulative housing; 

at least one ground member, the ground member having at least one first 
contact end connectable to the first printed circuit board, at least one second 
contact end, and an intennediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the first 
insulative housing; 

the first insulative housing providing an area which exposes a portion of 
the intennediate portion of the ground member; 

a conductive member attached to the plurality of wafers, the conductive member 
electrically connecting to each ground member at the exposed intermediate portion of the 
ground member; 
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the second electrical connector having a second insulative housing and ground 
conductors and second signal conductors in a plurality of rows, with each of the plurality 

of rows comprising: 

a plurality of ground conductors and second signal conductors; 

each second signal conductor having a first contact end connectable to a 
second printed circuit board, a second contact end mateable to the second contact 
end of one of the first signal conductors, and an intemiediate portion therebetween 
that is disposed in the second insulative housing; 

each ground conductor having a first contact end connectable to the second 
printed circuit board, a second contact end mateable to the second contact end of 
the ground member, and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in 
the second insulative housmg; 

the first contact end of the second signal conductor having a contact tail 
and the first contact end of the ground conductor havfag at least two contact tails; 
and 

the second signal conductors and the ground conductors are positioned 
adjacent to one another so that for each second signal conductor contact tail, there 
are ground conductor contact tails adjacent either side of the second signal 
conductor contact taiU 

Claim 19 (original): An electrical connector assembly having a first electrical connector 
mateable to a second electrical connector, the electrical connector assembly comprising: 

the first electrical connector comprising a plurality of wafers, with each of the 
plurality of wafers including: 

a fiTSt insulative housing, the first insulative housing having an attachment 

feature; 

a plurality of first signal conductors, with each first signal conductor 
having a first contact end connectable to a first printed circuit board, a second 
contact end, and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the first 
insulative housing; 
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at least one ground member, the ground member having at least one first 
contact end connectable to the first printed circuit board, at least one second 
contact end, and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the first 
insulative housing; 

the intermediate portion of the ground member having at least one tab 
member, at least a portion of the tab member being exposed when the 
intermediate portion of the ground member is disposed in the first insulative 
housing; 

a conductive stifiener attached to the plurality of wafers through the attachment 
feature of the first insulative housing, the conductive stifFener electrically connecting to 
each ground member at the tab member; 

the second electrical connector having a secoiul insulative housing and ground 
conductors and second signal conductors m a plurality of rows, with each of the plurality 
of rows comprising: 

a plurality of ground conductors and second signal conductors; 
each second signal conductor havmg a first contact end connectable to a 
second printed circuit board, a second contact end mateable to the second contact 
end of one of the first signal conductors* and an intermediate portion therebetween 
that is di^osed in the second insulative housing; 

each ground conductor having a first contact end connectable to the second 
printed circuit board, a second contact end mateable to the second contact end of 
the ground member, and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in 
the second insulative housing; 

the first contact end of the second signal conductor having a contact tail 
and the first contact end of the ground conductor having at least one contact tail; 
and 

the second signal conductors and the ground conductors are positioned 
adjacent to one another so that for each second signal conductor contact tail, there 
are ground conductor contact tails adjacmt either side of the second signal 
conductor contact tail. 
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